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When it comes to achieving the perfect hair color, whether you're a professional stylist or a
dedicated at-home color enthusiast, understanding the nuances of color formulations is essential.
One of the critical tools in this process is a comprehensive hair color conversion chart, which helps
in translating shades between different brands seamlessly. Among the most popular brands used in
salons and homes worldwide are Redken and Alfaparf. Both brands offer a wide spectrum of
shades, but their formulations and naming conventions can vary significantly. Therefore, a detailed
hair color conversion chart for Redken and Alfaparf becomes invaluable for ensuring consistent
results, especially when switching between brands or working with mixed color palettes.

In this article, we will explore the importance of hair color conversion charts, delve into detailed
comparisons between Redken and Alfaparf shades, and provide practical tips for using these charts
effectively to achieve your desired hair color results.

Understanding Hair Color Conversion Charts

Before diving into specific shades, it's important to understand what a hair color conversion chart
entails. These charts are visual tools that help hair professionals and enthusiasts match shades
across different brands, ensuring that the final result aligns with their expectations. Since each
brand formulates colors differently, direct comparisons are not always straightforward.

Key aspects of a hair color conversion chart include:

- Shade Equivalents: Comparing similar tones such as blondes, brunettes, reds, and special
effects across brands.

- Level Guides: Indicating the lightness or darkness of shades (e.g., Level 7 = Light Blonde).

- Tone Descriptions: Clarifying whether a shade is ash, golden, copper, or neutral.

- Formulation Ratios: Providing mixing instructions for blending shades from different brands.

Using a well-structured conversion chart helps prevent color mishaps, reduces processing errors,
and streamlines the color correction process.

Redken Hair Color; An Overview
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Redken is renowned for its innovative formulations and vibrant color palette. Their shades are
categorized primarily into their Color Fusion and Color Gels lines, which include permanent,
semi-permanent, and demi-permanent options. Redken's shades are known for their rich
pigmentation, blendability, and predictable results.

Common Redken shade categories include:

- Blondes: from icy platinum to warm honey

- Brunettes: from dark chocolate to light ash brown
- Red shades: copper, auburn, and vibrant reds

- Specialty tones: pastel, fashion, and beyond

Redken's color naming conventions:

Redken typically uses a combination of a number and a letter (e.g., 7NA, 6RG) where:

- The number indicates the level (lightness/darkness) from 1 (black) to 10 (lightest blonde).
- The letters specify the tone:

- NA: Natural Ash

- RG: Red Gold

- CS: Copper Side

- VP: Violet Pearl

This system provides clarity but can require a conversion chart when switching to brands like
Alfaparf.

Alfaparf Hair Color: An Overview

Alfaparf Milano, an Italian brand, is celebrated for its professional-grade hair coloring products that
combine innovation with high-quality ingredients. Their Evolution of Color line and others like Color
Wear are popular for their wide range of shades and excellent grey coverage. Alfaparf shades are
often labeled with numbers and names, providing detailed descriptions to guide color selection.

Alfaparf's shade system:
- Uses a numbering system, often with a three-digit code (e.g., 5.0, 8.1)

- The first digit indicates the level (1-10).
- The second digit or decimal indicates the tone (1 for ash, 2 for gold, 3 for copper, etc.).
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- Some shades include descriptive names like "Chocolate,"” "Honey Blonde," or "Cinnamon."
Tone indicators in Alfaparf:

- 0: Natural/Neutral

- 1: Ash (cool tones)

- 2: Gold (warm tones)

- 3: Copper/Red (vibrant warm tones)

This systematic approach makes it easier to identify matching shades with other brands, especially
when used with a color conversion chart.

Creating a Hair Color Conversion Chart: Redken vs. Alfaparf

To effectively switch between Redken and Alfaparf shades, a detailed conversion chart is essential.
Below is a simplified guide to help you match common shades across these brands:

Blonde Shades
| Redken Shade | Approximate Level & Tone | Alfaparf Shade | Approximate Level & Tone | Notes |

| LONA (Light Natural Blonde) | Level 10, Neutral | 10.0 (Natural Blonde) | Level 10, Neutral | Both
are true blondes without warm or cool tones |

| 9NA (Very Light Blonde) | Level 9, Neutral | 9.0 | Level 9, Neutral | Slightly darker than 10NA |

| 8NA (Light Blonde) | Level 8, Neutral | 8.0 | Level 8, Neutral | Warm or cool tones can be added
based on mixing |

Brunette Shades

| Redken Shade | Approximate Level & Tone | Alfaparf Shade | Approximate Level & Tone | Notes |
— oo R o -

| 5SNA (Light Brown, Natural) | Level 5, Natural | 5.0 | Level 5, Natural | Neutral brown tones |

| ARG (Dark Blonde with Red Gold) | Level 4, Red Gold | 4.3 | Level 4, Copper/Red | Warm, vibrant
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brunette shades |
| 3N (Dark Brown, Natural) | Level 3, Neutral | 3.0 | Level 3, Neutral | Deep, natural brown |
Red & Copper Shades

| Redken Shade | Approximate Level & Tone | Alfaparf Shade | Approximate Level & Tone | Notes |

| 6RG (Dark Blonde Red Gold) | Level 6, Red Gold | 6.2 | Level 6, Gold/Copper | Vivid red/golden
shades |

| 7RR (Blonde Red Red) | Level 7, Red Red | 7.3 | Level 7, Copper/Red | Bright, warm reds |
Special Tones & Fashion Colors

For vibrant or pastel shades, refer to the specific brand's color lines. Redken's Pastel and Fashion
lines may not have direct Alfaparf equivalents, but matching bases can be achieved through custom
mixing with the conversion chart as a guide.

Practical Tips for Using Hair Color Conversion Charts

Using a hair color conversion chart effectively requires some practical knowledge and attention to
detail. Here are some tips:

- Identify your current or desired shade: Know the exact level and tone you want to achieve or
match.

- Understand the base shades: Recognize whether your target shade is ash, gold, copper, or
neutral to guide your conversions.

- Match the level first: Use the numeric level as your primary guide before considering tone
descriptions.

- Pay attention to tone indicators: Confirm whether the shade should be cool, warm, or neutral,
and select accordingly.

- Adjust formulations as needed: When converting shades, consider mixing shades from
different brands to better match the desired color, using the conversion chart as a guide.

- Test before full application: Always perform a patch or strand test when trying new brand
combinations or shades to see how they develop.

Conclusion: Achieving Perfect Hair Color with Redken and Alfaparf
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A comprehensive hair color conversion chart for Redken and Alfaparf is an essential tool for stylists
and DIY enthusiasts alike. It streamlines the process of matching shades across different brands,
prevents unwanted surprises, and ensures consistent, professional-looking results.

By understanding the nuances of each brand's shade system and utilizing a detailed conversion
chart, you can confidently switch between Redken and Alfaparf shades, experiment with new tones,
and perfect your hair coloring technique. Remember to always consider your hair's current condition,
consult with professionals if necessary, and perform test strands to guarantee the best outcome.

Whether you're updating your look with a fresh blonde, rich brunette, or vibrant red, mastering the
use of hair color conversion charts will elevate your coloring experience and help you achieve
salon-quality results at home or in the salon.

Hair Color Conversion Chart Redken and Alfaparf: A Comprehensive Guide for Professionals and
Enthusiasts

When it comes to achieving the perfect hair color, understanding the nuances of color charts and
conversion systems is essential. For colorists, salon owners, and hair enthusiasts alike, having a
clear grasp of the hair color conversion chart Redken and Alfaparf can streamline the coloring
process, ensure consistency, and help in creating stunning results. Both brands are renowned for
their high-quality products and advanced color formulations, but they often use different numbering
and naming systems, which can be confusing without a proper reference. This guide aims to
demystify the hair color conversion chart Redken and Alfaparf, offering a detailed analysis that will
enhance your coloring techniques and confidence.

Why Understanding Hair Color Conversion Charts Matters

Before diving into the specifics, it?s important to understand why a hair color conversion chart
Redken and Alfaparf is crucial. Color charts serve as a universal language among professionals,
helping to:

- Ensure accurate color matching between different brands and product lines.

- Simplify the process of transitioning clients from one brand to another.

- Facilitate custom color formulations by understanding underlying tones and levels.
- Prevent mistakes that could result in undesired hues or uneven coloring.

- Save time during consultations and application.

Without a clear understanding of how different brands? color levels and shades correspond, even
experienced stylists can encounter unexpected results. The conversion chart acts as a bridge,
translating color codes from one system to another, ensuring seamless color transitions.
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Overview of Redken and Alfaparf Color Systems
Redken Color System
Redken?s color system is primarily based on a numeric and letter code that indicates:
- Level: Ranging from 1 (black) to 10 (lightest blonde).
- Tone: Indicated by a letter or a number, denoting warm, cool, or neutral shades.
For example, a Redken shade like 6N refers to a Level 6 neutral blonde.
Alfaparf Color System
Alfaparf?s color system also uses a numbering and tone coding system, but with slight variations:
- Level: Usually from 1 (black) to 12 (very light blonde).
- Tone: Indicated by a number or letter, representing warm, cool, and neutral tones.
For example, 7.04 could denote a Level 7 ash blonde.
Key Differences
- Redken tends to have fewer levels (up to 10) compared to Alfaparf (up to 12), which offers more
precision.
- Alfaparf?s numbering often incorporates tone information directly, making it more granular.
- Both brands categorize tones with letters (N for neutral, C for cool, W for warm) but use different
conventions.
Understanding these differences is fundamental when converting shades from one brand to another.
The Importance of the Hair Color Conversion Chart Redken and Alfaparf
Having a hair color conversion chart Redken and Alfaparf allows professionals to:
- Match shades accurately when switching brands.

- Create custom blends that match client expectations.
- Predict how colors will develop over time.
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- Troubleshoot color issues by understanding underlying tones.

Whether you?re a salon owner managing multiple product lines or a colorist working with diverse
client needs, mastering these conversions ensures professional results.

Step-by-Step Guide to Using the Hair Color Conversion Chart

- Identify the Original Shade

Start by noting the exact shade the client currently has or the desired shade to achieve. Write down:
- Brand
- Level

- Tone

For example, Redken 7N (Level 7, Neutral) or Alfaparf 7.04 (Level 7, Ash Blonde).

- Find the Corresponding Shade on the Chart

Use the conversion chart to locate the equivalent shade. Charts are often organized in tables or
side-by-side lists:

| Redken Shade | Alfaparf Equivalent | Notes |

— oo —

| 7N | 7.01 or 7.0W | Slightly warmer or cooler depending on desired result |
| 6N | 6.01 | Neutral, darker level |

Note: Always verify the tone, as some shades may have subtle differences.

- Consider the Underlying Tones

Colors with the same level can have different undertones (ash, gold, copper). When converting,
ensure that the undertone aligns with your client?s wishes.
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- Adjust Formulations Accordingly
Based on the conversion, formulate with matching or slightly adjusted tones. For example, if
converting from Redken 7N to Alfaparf 7.01, you might add a small amount of ash to achieve the
same coolness.

- Test and Preview

Always perform a patch test or strand test to confirm the color match, especially when working with
brand conversions.

Common Conversion Examples

Here are some typical conversions to illustrate the process:

Example 1: Converting from Redken 8N to Alfaparf

- Redken 8N (Level 8, Neutral)

- Alfaparf equivalent: 8.01 (Light Blonde Neutral)

Application: Use Alfaparf 8.01 for a similar neutral blonde shade, adjusting developer strength or
mixing ratios as needed.

Example 2: Converting from Alfaparf 6.04 to Redken

- Alfaparf 6.04 (Level 6, Ash Blonde)

- Redken equivalent: 6N (Level 6, Neutral) with a slight ash undertone

Application: When using Redken, select 6N and consider adding a small amount of ash toner to
match the coolness of Alfaparf 6.04.

Tips for Effective Color Conversion

- Always refer to updated charts: Both brands periodically release new shades and updates.

- Understand tone differences: A shade labeled 'neutral’ in one brand might have subtle
differences in undertones compared to another.

- Use developer compatibility: Adjust developer volume based on the desired lift and deposit.
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- Perform strand tests: Confirm the outcome before full application.
- Document your conversions: Keep records of successful formulas for future reference.

Practical Applications and Benefits

Mastering the hair color conversion chart Redken and Alfaparf unlocks numerous benefits:

- Versatility: Enables working with multiple product lines without confusion.

- Efficiency: Saves time during consultations and formulations.

- Client Satisfaction: Achieves consistent results, fostering trust.

- Cost-Effectiveness: Reduces wastage by minimizing trial and error.

- Skill Enhancement: Broadens your professional expertise and marketability.

Conclusion

Understanding the hair color conversion chart Redken and Alfaparf is an invaluable tool for any
professional hairstylist or color enthusiast. It bridges the gap between different brands? systems,
ensuring that your color formulations are precise, predictable, and tailored to your client?s desires.
Whether you?re transitioning shades, correcting colors, or creating custom blends, mastering these
conversions will elevate your craft and result in consistently beautiful hair color transformations.
Regularly consult updated charts, practice conversions, and keep detailed records to maximize your
success with every client.

QuestionAnswer What is the purpose of a hair color conversion chart between Redken and
Alfaparf? A hair color conversion chart helps professionals accurately match and replicate hair
shades when switching between Redken and Alfaparf products, ensuring consistent results across
brands. How do | interpret a Redken to Alfaparf hair color conversion chart? You identify the specific
Redken shade you want to replicate and then refer to the chart to find the corresponding Alfaparf
shade or formulation, considering the base tone and level for accurate color matching. Are Redken
and Alfaparf shades directly interchangeable using the conversion chart? While the conversion chart
provides a close approximation, slight differences in formulation and undertones mean that some
shades may require adjustments or testing for perfect matches. Can | use a Redken hair color
directly on hair dyed with Alfaparf shades using the conversion chart? It's recommended to perform
a strand test first, as the underlying pigments and formulations may affect the final result; the chart
serves as a guide but doesn't guarantee exact matches without testing. What factors should |
consider when using a Redken to Alfaparf color conversion chart? Consider the current hair color,
underlying pigments, base tone, and desired result. Always perform patch or strand tests and
consult with a professional for best results. Where can | find official Redken and Alfaparf hair color
conversion charts? Official charts are available through authorized distributors, professional salons,
or directly from Redken and Alfaparf's official websites and training resources for licensed
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professionals.
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