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fjr1300 r fjr1300a r: The Ultimate Guide to Yamaha?s Premium Sport Touring Motorcycles

When it comes to combining power, comfort, and advanced technology in a motorcycle, the Yamaha
FJR1300 series stands out as a top contender. Specifically, the fjr1300 r fjr1300a r models have
garnered attention among touring enthusiasts and sportbike aficionados alike. These bikes are
designed to deliver long-distance comfort without sacrificing the adrenaline-pumping performance
Yamaha is renowned for. Whether you're a seasoned rider seeking a reliable touring companion or
a newcomer exploring high-end sport touring bikes, understanding the nuances of the FJR1300 R
and FJR1300A R is essential. This comprehensive guide delves into the features, specifications,
differences, and maintenance tips for these iconic models.

Overview of the Yamaha FJR1300 Series

The Yamaha FJR1300 series has a storied history dating back to its initial release, known for
blending sportbike agility with touring practicality. Its evolution has seen numerous updates aimed at
enhancing rider comfort, safety, and performance. The fjr1300 r fjr1300a r models are among the
latest iterations, boasting advanced features that set them apart from earlier models.

Key Features of the FJR1300 R and A R Models

Both models are equipped with a 1,298cc, four-cylinder, DOHC engine that provides smooth power
delivery across a broad RPM range. They share many core features but are differentiated by their
trim levels and specific enhancements.

- Engine Performance: 1,298cc inline four-cylinder engine with variable valve timing for optimal
power and efficiency.

- Transmission: 6-speed gearbox with a slipper clutch for smooth shifting and reduced
rear-wheel hop during aggressive downshifting.

- Chassis and Suspension: Aluminum frame with adjustable suspension components for a
balanced ride.

- Electronics and Instrumentation: Advanced digital displays, cruise control, and optional
quick-shifter system.

- Comfort and Ergonomics: Adjustable windscreen, ergonomic seat design, and ample storage
options.

Differences Between the FJR1300 R and FJR1300A R
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Understanding the distinctions between these two models can help riders select the best fit for their
riding style and needs.

Design and Styling

The FJR1300 R and A R share a similar overall silhouette but differ subtly in styling cues:

- FJR1300 R: Features a more aggressive, sporty look with matte and gloss finishes,
emphasizing performance-oriented aesthetics.

- FJR1300A R: Slightly more touring-focused with additional comfort features and a more
polished appearance.

Technological and Comfort Features

While both models include advanced electronics, the A R version generally offers more rider comfort
features:

- Windshield: Electrically adjustable windscreen on the A R for effortless wind protection
adjustments during rides.

- Seat: Enhanced ergonomic seat with additional padding on the A R for long-distance comfort.
- Lighting: LED lighting system standard on the A R, providing better visibility and modern

styling.

Price and Market Positioning

The A R model tends to be priced higher due to its additional features and touring enhancements. It
is targeted at riders who prioritize comfort and convenience on long journeys, whereas the R model
appeals to those seeking a sportier aesthetic and performance.

Performance and Ride Experience

The FJR1300 series is celebrated for its exceptional ride quality, combining sporty handling with
touring stability.

Engine Power and Efficiency

The 1,298cc inline four-cylinder engine produces approximately 145 horsepower, delivering swift
acceleration and highway cruising capabilities. The engine's variable valve timing enhances
efficiency and responsiveness, making it suitable for both city commuting and long-distance touring.
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Handling and Maneuverability

Thanks to its aluminum frame and adjustable suspension, the FJR1300 R and A R provide a
balanced ride. The bikes are nimble enough for twisty mountain roads yet stable on highways. The
optional quick-shifter system allows seamless upshifts without clutch engagement, further elevating
the riding experience.

Comfort on Long Rides

Features like the adjustable windscreen, ergonomic seating, and optional heated grips ensure rider
comfort over extended journeys. The ample storage compartments, including side cases and a top
box, enable riders to carry necessary gear effortlessly.

Technology and Safety Features

Modern motorcycle touring demands advanced safety and tech features, and the FJR1300 series
delivers.

Instrument Cluster and Rider Aids

The digital instrument panel provides vital information such as speed, RPM, fuel level, and gear
position. Some models include a riding mode selector, allowing customization of power delivery for
different conditions.

Safety Enhancements

- ABS (Anti-lock Braking System): Standard across models to prevent wheel lock-up during
emergency braking.

- Traction Control: Helps maintain grip during acceleration, especially on slippery surfaces.
- LED Lighting: Improves visibility for both rider and other road users.

Optional Features

- Cruise Control: Standard on the A R, with optional on the R.
- Quick Shifter: Enables clutchless gear changes for smoother acceleration.

Maintenance and Upkeep of FJR1300 R and A R

To ensure longevity and optimal performance, regular maintenance is essential.
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Routine Maintenance Tips

- Regular oil changes using recommended synthetic engine oil.
- Checking and adjusting chain tension and lubrication.
- Inspecting brake pads and fluid levels periodically.
- Ensuring proper tire pressure and tread wear.
- Updating electronic systems and firmware if applicable.

Common Issues and Troubleshooting

While the FJR1300 series is renowned for reliability, some common issues include:

- Battery drainage in prolonged storage; recommended to disconnect or use maintainer.
- Electronics glitches; ensure software updates are applied when available.
- Suspension adjustments; regular inspection for leaks or wear.

Buying Tips for the FJR1300 R and A R

When considering purchasing a Yamaha FJR1300 R or A R, keep the following tips in mind:

- Decide on your primary riding purpose: sport riding or long-distance touring.
- Test ride both models to gauge comfort and handling preferences.
- Check for recent service history and any warranty coverage.
- Consider additional accessories, such as heated grips, GPS mounts, or custom seats.
- Compare prices from authorized dealerships and private sellers.

Conclusion: Why the FJR1300 R and A R Are Top Choices for Touring
Enthusiasts

The fjr1300 r fjr1300a r models exemplify Yamaha?s commitment to delivering versatile,
high-performance motorcycles that cater to diverse rider needs. The R variant offers a sporty,
aggressive aesthetic with core touring capabilities, while the A R emphasizes comfort and
convenience for extended trips. Both bikes incorporate advanced technology, reliable performance,
and thoughtful ergonomics, making them ideal for riders who demand the best in sport touring.
Whether embarking on long-distance adventures or enjoying spirited rides through winding roads,
the Yamaha FJR1300 series remains a benchmark in the world of premium touring motorcycles.

If you're in the market for a durable, feature-rich motorcycle that seamlessly blends sportbike
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performance with touring practicality, the FJR1300 R and A R are excellent choices. Proper
maintenance, understanding their features, and selecting the right model for your riding style will
ensure countless miles of enjoyable riding.
 
FJR1300 R FJR1300A R: An In-Depth Review of Yamaha?s Flagship Touring Motorcycles

When it comes to long-distance touring motorcycles that blend comfort, performance, and advanced
technology, the FJR1300 R FJR1300A R stands out as a premier choice. Yamaha?s FJR series has
long been celebrated among riders who seek reliability and versatility on the open road. The
FJR1300 R and FJR1300A R variants build upon this legacy, offering refined features and modern
upgrades that cater to both seasoned riders and newcomers alike. In this review, we?ll explore the
key aspects of these bikes, their features, pros and cons, and what makes them compelling options
for touring enthusiasts.

Overview of the FJR1300 R and FJR1300A R

The FJR1300 R and A R are Yamaha?s flagship sport-touring motorcycles, designed to deliver a
perfect balance of sporty performance and long-haul comfort. The ?R? designation typically
indicates a model with enhanced features such as adjustable suspension and sportier styling, while
the ?A R? often includes additional touring-oriented accessories or comfort features.

Both models share a powerful 1,298cc inline-four engine, advanced electronics, and ergonomic
design, making them suitable for extended journeys across diverse terrains. Their reputation is built
on a combination of Yamaha?s engineering prowess and rider-centric design philosophy.

Engine and Performance

Engine Specifications

The core of the FJR1300 series is its 1,298cc liquid-cooled, inline four-cylinder engine. It features
Yamaha?s proven DOHC (Double Overhead Camshaft) configuration, which delivers a smooth and
responsive power delivery. The engine is tuned for a broad torque curve, providing ample power at
both low and high RPMs, ideal for touring and spirited riding.

Key engine features include:

- 16-valve configuration
- Fuel injection system for optimal efficiency
- Quiet and refined operation
- Overdrive transmission for relaxed highway cruising
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Performance and Ride Quality

The FJR1300 R and A R models are known for their impressive performance, combining brisk
acceleration with stability at high speeds. The engine produces around 145 horsepower and 89 Nm
of torque, ensuring confident overtaking and hill climbing. The bikes handle well both in city traffic
and on open highways, thanks to their well-tuned chassis and suspension.

The models are equipped with a quick-shifter (depending on the specific variant and market),
enabling clutchless upshifts for smoother acceleration. The electronic throttle control system
ensures precise response, adapting to different riding conditions.

Pros:

- Strong, reliable engine with smooth power delivery
- Excellent high-speed stability
- Responsive throttle and optional quick-shifter

Cons:

- Slightly heavy at around 300 kg (wet weight), which may challenge less experienced riders
- Fuel economy varies depending on riding style but generally moderate

Chassis, Suspension, and Handling

Chassis Design

The FJR1300 R and A R feature a robust twin-spar aluminum frame that balances rigidity and
weight savings. The design emphasizes rider comfort and stability, especially during long-distance
rides.

Suspension Features

- FJR1300 R: Typically equipped with adjustable front forks and a rear shock absorber, allowing
riders to fine-tune damping settings for comfort or sportiness.

- FJR1300A R: Often includes electronically adjustable suspension, which adapts to riding
conditions in real-time, improving ride quality and handling.

Handling Characteristics
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Despite their weight, the bikes are surprisingly agile thanks to their well-engineered chassis and
balanced weight distribution. The wide handlebars and ergonomic seating position lend confidence
during cornering and maneuvering in traffic.

Pros:

- Adjustable suspension enhances comfort
- Stable and predictable handling
- Suitable for both touring and spirited riding

Cons:

- Heavy weight can be intimidating for new riders
- Maintenance of adjustable suspension can add complexity

Electronics and Technology

Instrumentation and Displays

The FJR1300 series features a full-color LCD instrument panel that displays speed, rpm, gear
position, fuel level, and trip information. Some models include additional onboard computer
functions, such as fuel economy and maintenance alerts.

Electronic Aids

- Traction Control System (TCS): Helps prevent wheel spin during acceleration, especially on
slippery surfaces.

- ABS (Anti-lock Braking System): Standard on both models, providing confident braking in
various conditions.

- Cruise Control: Facilitates relaxed long-distance riding.
- Electronic Suspension Adjustment: Available on the A R variant, adjusting damping settings for

optimal comfort.

Additional Features

- Optional quick-shifter for clutchless gear changes
- LED lighting for better visibility
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- Keyless ignition (on certain models)

Pros:

- Advanced electronic aids improve safety and convenience
- Intuitive instrument display
- Customizable riding modes (if available)

Cons:

- Can be complex for traditional riders unfamiliar with modern electronics
- Additional costs for higher-spec features

Comfort and Ergonomics

Long-distance touring demands exceptional comfort, and the FJR1300 R and A R excel in this area.

Seating and Positioning

The bikes feature a spacious, well-padded seat designed for extended hours of riding. The
ergonomic handlebars, adjustable footpegs, and rider?s seat height (which can be adjusted on
certain models) help accommodate different rider sizes.

Wind Protection

Both variants come with adjustable windshields that provide excellent wind deflection, reducing rider
fatigue on long motorway stretches. The A R model may include additional touring accessories like
larger screens or wind deflectors.

Storage Options

While the base models are designed primarily for solo touring, optional panniers and top cases are
available for increased luggage capacity, making them suitable for multi-week trips.

Pros:

- High rider comfort over long distances
- Adjustable windscreen enhances wind protection

Published by: www.dntdom.com Page 8 of 11



fjr1300 r fjr1300a r Ebook Vol. 2021, Issue 2

- Ample luggage options for touring

Cons:

- Slightly limited passenger comfort compared to dedicated touring bikes
- Heavier overall weight affects maneuverability at low speeds

Design and Aesthetics

The FJR1300 R and A R models sport a sporty yet elegant design, combining sharp lines with
functional aerodynamic elements. The styling emphasizes both performance and touring capability,
with features like integrated fairings and sleek LED lighting.

The ?R? variants often feature sportier accents, such as contrasting color schemes or aggressive
graphics, appealing to riders who want a dynamic look.

Pros:

- Modern, attractive styling
- Aerodynamic fairings for better wind management

Cons:

- Some may find the design too sporty for traditional touring purposes
- Larger fairings add to overall weight

Pricing and Value

The FJR1300 R and A R are positioned at the premium end of the sport-touring market. Pricing
varies by region and optional features, but generally, they offer excellent value considering their
performance, technology, and comfort features.

Pros:

- High build quality and reliable performance
- Rich feature set for touring and sport riding
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Cons:

- Higher initial investment compared to more basic touring bikes
- Maintenance costs of advanced electronics and suspension

Conclusion: Is the FJR1300 R FJR1300A R Right for You?

The FJR1300 R FJR1300A R stands out as a versatile, high-performance touring motorcycle that
caters to riders who demand both sporty handling and long-distance comfort. Its powerful engine,
advanced electronics, and ergonomic design make it an excellent choice for serious touring
enthusiasts.

Summary of Pros:

- Robust and smooth 1,298cc engine
- Advanced electronic aids including ABS, TCS, and cruise control
- Adjustable suspension for tailored ride comfort
- Excellent wind protection and luggage options
- Attractive, aerodynamic styling

Summary of Cons:

- Heavy weight may challenge less experienced riders
- Higher maintenance and purchase costs
- Complex electronics may require familiarization

Final Thoughts:

If you?re seeking a motorcycle that can handle long highway journeys with ease, offers modern
technological conveniences, and provides spirited performance when desired, the Yamaha FJR1300
R and A R are compelling choices. Their blend of comfort, capability, and style ensure they remain
relevant in the sport-touring segment, appealing to riders who want to explore vast distances without
sacrificing performance or sophistication.
 

 QuestionAnswer What are the key differences between the FJR1300 R and FJR1300 A models?
The FJR1300 R features a sportier riding position with a more aggressive handlebar setup, while the
FJR1300 A offers a more relaxed, touring-oriented ergonomics with added comfort features.
Additionally, there are variations in suspension tuning and optional equipment between the two
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models. Is the FJR1300 R suitable for long-distance touring? While the FJR1300 R is primarily
designed for sport riding, it can handle long-distance touring with appropriate modifications such as
adding a comfort seat or windscreen. However, the FJR1300 A is generally more equipped for
extended touring comfort out of the box. What are common upgrades available for the FJR1300 R
and A models? Popular upgrades include adjustable windshields, aftermarket exhaust systems,
comfort seats, LED lighting, and advanced suspension components. These enhancements improve
riding comfort, performance, and aesthetics tailored to rider preferences. How does the handling of
the FJR1300 R compare to the FJR1300 A? The FJR1300 R offers sharper, more aggressive
handling suited for spirited riding thanks to its sportier suspension setup, whereas the FJR1300 A
provides more stable and comfortable handling ideal for long-distance cruising. The choice depends
on rider priorities. Are there any known issues or recalls related to the FJR1300 R and A models?
Overall, the FJR1300 series is known for reliability, but some owners have reported issues such as
electrical system glitches or suspension adjustments. It's recommended to check for specific recall
notices through Yamaha's official channels and keep up with regular maintenance for optimal
performance. 
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